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Budget -- United States. Excerpt: . . . 11 hold the unique government-to-government relationship with Tribes. There is much that needs to be done
and that we can do, in partnership with our Nations Indian Tribes, to improve conditions and provide a more hopeful future. The 2002 budget
includes 2. 2 billion for BIA, an increase of 65. 9 million or three percent over the 2001 level, and a 17 percent increase over the 2000 level. The budget
contains sub-stantial funding for Native American initiatives and builds on increases provided last year for school construction, Indian education
programs, and trust management improvements. Building Better Schools in Indian Country President Bush has pledged to leave no child behind. To
accomplish the goal, we must improve the schools that serve nearly 50, 000 children. The BIA, through its management of 185 Indian schools, is one
of only two agencies in the Federal government directly responsible for an elementary and secondary school system. In 2002, BIA will fulfill the
Presidents commitment to improve education in America by implementing a two-pronged approach improving education facilities and enhanc-ing
school operations. One-fiIh of the buildings in the BIA school system are over 50 years old, and half are more than 30 years old. Due to age and
inadequate maintenance, many schools have serious deficiencies that pose real threats to the health and safety of students and faculty and make it
diJicult for students to learn. These schools have leaking roofs, peeling paint, overcrowded classrooms, and inadequate heating, cooling, and
ventilation. The 2002 budget includes 292. 5 million for education construction, in-cluding 122. 8 million to construct replacement buildings at six
schools and 5. 0 million for planning and...
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