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***xx Excerpt from Proverbs and Common Sayings From the Chinese: Together With Much Related and Unrelated Matter, Interspersed With
Observations on Chinese Things-in-General With the exception of the last fifty pages, this volume consists of material published in the Chinese
Recorder, from 1882 to 1885. About 1,900 Phrases, Proverbs, Couplets, Odes, etc., are explained, but few of which, so far as the writer is aware, have
been previously published. The hundred pages devoted to Puns and other Linguistic Diversions, embracing more than 300 examples, open into an
expansive territory, hitherto singularly neglected. Those who have not examined the proverbial sayings of the Chinese are surprised at the richness
of the language in this respect. The inquiry has been often made where so many proverbs are to be found, and the suggestion occasionally
hazarded that the author made them up out of his own head. Those most acquainted with the resources of the colloquial will best understand how
unnecessary is such a theory. Only a small part of the ample materials available has been here presented. In several instances unauthorized
characters, or authorized characters in unauthorized senses, have been allowed to stand, since there seemed to be no better way to express the
colloquial idea. To the articles as originally published there was for a great length of time appended an invitation to any reader who observed in
them errors of fact, or mistranslations, to communicate them to the author, who promised to be duly grateful. To this suggestion no attention was
ever paid by any human being. This might be accounted for either on the supposition that there were no readers, that there were no mistakes, or
that...
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