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From the Preface. The purpose of a preface is twofold. First, to disarm, in advance, the criticism of the reader - not to mention the reviewer. Second,
to explain what the author would have done - if he could. To the former end | wish simply to say that it is in no sense the purpose of this little volume
to furnish a system of ethical or religious thought, or the germ of a new religion, as perhaps its title might lead some to infer, least of all to
enunciate truths which are original with, or peculiar to its author. It is merely an attempt to get a bird s-eye view of a few of the influences affecting
human hope and human happiness from the standpoint of that view of and attitude towards the universe which is best expressed by the term
Darwinism. This term is not used of course in the narrow sense of the personal views of Charles Darwin in contrast with those of other evolutionists,
be they his predecessors or his successors, but simply as typifying the evolutionary movement and its wonderful consequences by the name of its
greatest thinker and ablest champion, who first made the theory of evolution credible or even thinkable. Its effort is to show that this attitude
possesses a broad and secure basis for courage and happiness in the present and hope for the future. In other words, that its faith is as steadfast, its
consolations as great, and its spirit of worship as profound and as powerful as those of revealed religion. That the message of the gospel according
to Darwin, is in truth good news, glad tidings; that the natural is...
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