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***x* Excerpt from The Young Painter s Maulstick: Being a Practical Treatise on Perspective; Containing Rules and Principles for Delineation on
Planes Desirous to avoid every charge of presumption, for presenting a work on Perspective to the public, while so many are extant, and during the
lifetime of my father Mr. Thomas Malton, sen. who has himself sent into the world so extensive and so excellent a treatise on the fame subject; |
deem it but proper to urge a few reasons which actuated me to add another to the number, in vindication of myself, should any be inclined to
censure me for having so done. | had long heard it advanced, and by persons possessing the works of the best informed writers on this head, not
excepting even that by my father, that there yet was wanting a practical treatise, which would exemplify the doctrine of delineation, in an easy,
familiar, and engaging manner; and wherein its rules might be applied to pleasing and painter-like subjects | could not but admit the justness of
such remarks, nor deny that | had observed the same, and had very early in life felt a strong inclination to be myself the person who should supply
that desideratum. My acquaintance with the subject, according to the elegant principles of Brook Taylor, and my having made frequent, but
ineffectual, endeavours to teach it on those principles, and make it engaging at the same time, reduced me to the necessity of adopting the method
of practice that is followed throughout this work, which is a mixture of the scientific principles of Brook Taylor, with the clear mechanical mode of
Vignola and Sirigatti; making...
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