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***xx Excerpt from Mental Development and Manual Training Combined, Taking Up the One Stitch Dropped in Sewing by Drills to Sound-Singing
The old grand-mother sitting by the fireside sometimes dropped a stitch from the rapidly flying needles, and before her dimmed eyes detected the
accident the loosened thread ofttimes worked its way into the stocking, marring the beauty and utility of the work; time, patience and skill were
required to repair the damage and insure a perfect whole. Education, to be complete, must have no dropped stitches. The great development that
takes place in the first few years of a child s life must be broad and systematic. Much of what he learns comes to him through his own observations
and experiences, and this is well, but parents and teachers have a work in providing and presenting to him that which will best nourish his
developing capacities. A good Kindergarten will supplement the home; its leaders have made a scientific study of the child and have adapted the
exercises to his needs, thus making their highest aim to be the full, all-round development of his many-sided nature. Educators must be careful that
in the next round no stitches are dropped; if the foundation has been broad and firm the superstructure will be solid and enduring. As an aid in
broadening the instruction of children this little book is sent out. It presents a progressive series of lessons in sewing, for primary children, but its
purpose is far deeper than the mere teaching of the use of the needle, necessary as that is. Instruction in sewing is usually delayed too long. There
are many reasons why this work should...
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