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**x*xx Excerpt from The Rational Spelling Book, Vol. 1 This is a spelling book pure and simple, designed for use in the first three grades or years of
school work. It has been arranged on a definite psychological plan, based upon an examination of the schools of nearly all the large cities of the
country and upon a careful study of the actual spelling of more than 33,000 pupils. The characteristic features of the book are: 1. The careful
grading of the work in accordance with the natural growth of the child s comprehension; the words selected for each successive year being on a
somewhat more mature mental plane. 2. The precedence given to common words. 3. The small number of words as compared with the ground
covered. 4. The provision made for thorough drill, by means of constant reviews. Grading As the book rarely calls for the spelling of a word until
that word has become familiar to the pupil, the study of the meaning of words is rendered practically unnecessary. The mere inability to define a
word does not imply that its meaning is not clearly understood; a true comprehension of it being shown by the ability to use it properly. Another
result of the plan of grading is to obviate, to a large extent, the necessity for the study of pronunciation. Drill in pronunciation is needed on such
words only as are liable to be mispronounced; and these - a comparatively small number in the case of familiar words - are placed together at the
end of each year s work, under a separate head. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of...
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