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Quarterly Review, Vol. 17: Published in April, 1836 and July, 1836Thus the evening gradually approaches, and is announced by a slight diminution of
the current of air. It is in vain for language to attem t a description of the splendour of a sunset in these latitudes. It is t e only time of day when the
groups of singularly formed, yet light and transparent, clouds range themselves on the horizon. Their trans ient existence favours the changing play
of colours, because the re fraction of the more oblique rays of the sun produces the most extraor dinary efiects. Even after we have repeatedly
beheld the rising or setting of the sun from the summit of the Alps, or indeed from the to of the Andes, we are constrained to give unconditional
preference to t e same scene as viewed on the tropical ocean. While one side of the ship is still illumined with the last uncertain rays of the setting
sun, the sea on the other side, darkened by the broad shadow of the sails, begins to sparkle. One fiery point after another ap ears 5 indistinct rays of
light 5 ine from a greater depth, and, as dar uess sets in, a new creation seems to be called into life. Luminous creatures glance in every dirce tion
through the dark expanse of water; now shooting up like sparks tben rising in globules of fire, or assing away with the rapidity of lightning - a great
part are probe ly real nocturnal animals, which conceal themselves in the sea from the light of the sun. We were now within four English miles of the
celebrated Cape Horn,...
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